
Driven by a passion to help others achieve their dreams, FBAôs Founder ï Azwar Hasan recently 
held a workshop at the FBA office for local academics and professionals seeking international 
scholarships. 
 
The workshop, run over two consecutive Saturdayôs in April, saw nine enthusiastic individuals 
share experiences of previous scholarship applications ï what worked and what didnôt; and in-
cluded guest speakers and Azwarôs personal account of applying for scholarships, studying 
abroad and his experiences of sitting on selection panels.   
 
The aim of the workshop was to motivate aspiring academics; share experiences; provide a ques-
tion and answer forum and to discuss the many international scholarships on offer.   
 
Guest speaker Saliza Mohammadar who studied at Boston 
University for four years after leaving school, shared her ex-
periences of studying in the USA.  Asked why she wanted to 
study abroad, Saliza replied, ñthe answer is different for eve-
ryone.  For me, it prepared me to deal with the world ï dif-
ferent people, different cultures, and different countries.  
Away from home you appreciate all other cultures.  Today in 
Aceh we work with many internationals, but itôs a different 
appreciation when you live and work abroad.  Learn to be 
independent and appreciate the differences.ò   
 
A similar motivational workshop was run by Azwar in 2007 
and resulted in four participants of the workshop winning 
scholarships ï one Fulbright and three ADS scholarships. 
 
In the future, Azwar plans to create an alumni of past schol-
arship recipients who can share stories and accounts of 
studying abroad and transfer knowledge, skills and experi-
ences to the next generation of motivated Acehnese who 
wish to fulfill their dreams of international study.   
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